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Progress in Her fyarne: Status of Women Panel Explores the Value of Women in Four Countries
**P -'
By Alcy Neyva
Saeedi.
She Is Called...
Aurat. Donna. Suddee-dho.
Woman.
Her name sweeps across
this world on the wind, delicately
changing from one tongue to the
next. Yet not every ear that takes
in these beautiful words attaches
value to them. To coincide with
Women's History Month, a panel of
outspoken women representing four
regions of the world were asked to
visit our campus and speak about
how these values are changing.
Entitled "The Status of Women in
Their Homelands: Afghanistan, Iran,
India, and Pakistan" and moderated
by BCC's own, Dr. Sandra Tarlin,
the panel looked at the progressive status of women in
their respective countries. The windows into these worlds
provided the packed playhouse with not only respect for
these empowered women, but also an intimate exchange of
culture that many of the students and faculty in attendance
were not expecting to experience.
Dr. Farnosh Saeedi (professor at BCC) and
Dr. Elhum Haghighat-Sordellini (professor at Lehman
College and author of "Women in the Middle East and
North Africa") presented a dual look into Iranian culture.
Breathing life into the images we see on our American news
crawls, the information gave everyone a glimpse into what
the culture in Iran is shaping up to be. With a swell of youth
in its population, the country has seen a boon in its college
enrollees— 50% of whom, according to Dr. Haghighat-
Sordellini, are women. Unfortunately, women are still
fighting for equal rights in the country and civil unrest
(due to the lack of jobs) is keeping Iran from progressing
farther in that respect. Dr. Haghighat-Sordellini closed her
presentation by stating that even though some progress has
been made, Iran needs to move into a climate that nurtures
the rights of the people. She added, "Women will continue
to improve only by progressing toward more political and
democratic change."
Ms. Shayma Daneshjo took to the lectern next.
A UNICEF Program Officer and a woman who returned
to her homeland of Afghanistan shortly after the events of
Dr. Sandra Tarlin, forum moderator, introduces panel (from left to right)
Ms. Sheba Sawar, Ms. Shayma Daneshjo, Dr. Vrunda Prabhu, and Dr. Farnosh
Photo: Charles Sabat
9/11, Ms. Daneshjo painted a different picture of the status
of women in her country. "In today's conflict, 70% of the
civilian casualties are women and children," she explained
as the audience fell into her words. Presenting a burqa,
Ms. Daneshjo went on to say that Afghan women "see the
world through these holes." The image of this cloth cage
came with a heavy burden. While the rest of the world may
be leaning more towards equal rights, the war-torn streets
of Afghanistan are becoming graveyards for its women
and their homes- oppressive dens built by prearranged
marriages. With many facing a high likelihood of dying
before their twentieth birthday, a complete social reform
is needed to free these women from under the weight of
these injustices. In the end, Ms. Daneshjo assured us that
the United Nations was working for reform in Afghanistan,
but strongly added that much more had to be done. With
her words and actions, Shayma Daneshjo has returned to
the homeland she was forced to leave as a little girl and
strives to bring reform as a woman empowered to do so.
Dr. Vrunda Prabhu opened her section of the
panel with a slideshow presentation of her work in India.
A professor of mathematics here at BCC, Dr. Prabhu
explained the advances of women in a small village
within Tamil Nadu. Using the empowerment of "self help
groups", the women of the village became self employed,
allowing them to work to free their names and the names
of their families from 30 years of bondage. The focus for
the community suddenly shifted to education and social
reform. But Dr. Prabhu was quick to point out that even with
this power; the women threw aside the notion of abusing
their influential statuses by not reforming a caste system.
Dr. Prabhu found that empowering these women created a
kind of "soccer mom" exchange between child and parent
where the mothers expressed a genuine spirit to join in the
learning. Her advice to the audience was an ideal that she
carries with her on her trips to Tamil Nadu and one that
she preaches even in her classroom- something she calls
a "handshake." "Everything the environment provides for
you, reach for it," she said. "Get everything you can. Don't
go just for the 'A' on the test. Go for beyond the 'A'."
Our last speaker was novelist and artist Ms.
Sehba Sarwar. Born in Karachi, Pakistan and now living
in her adopted city of Houston, Texas, Ms. Sarwar's
projects commonly reflect upon a comparison between
the two worlds. Opening with a video collage set to her
poetry entitled "Why Are You Looking at Me Like That?"
the audience was shown how she expertly juxtaposed
a U.S. gun show with the civil strife surrounding the
assassination of an outspoken leader in Pakistan. Gracing
us with a second poem which she wrote back in 2007
regarding her trip to the El Paso border, Ms. Sarwar
danced delicately between three languages as she framed
a picture of a world built around walls and not bridges, all
the while inviting people to join in as a unified culture.
Ms. Sarwar admits that she is very drawn to write about
borders because she feels they are "falsely created" and
her program Voices Breaking Boundaries, which promotes
poetry and art through open events, has one simple goal:
"to cross borders, sustain dialogue and incite social justice
through art."
Afterward, the grateful audience joined in with
a spirited Q&A where everyone expressed their utmost
respect for these extremely talented women. At the
same time- just outside the doors of the Roscoe Brown
Playhouse, out into the BCC campus- you could have
heard the word expressed in other beautiful ways.
In French, she isfemme.
To the Spanish, she is mujer.
No matter what she is called, these five
activists left that day hoping to have planted a seed within
us; one which will someday bloom into a single meaning.
Femeie. Maa-taa. Zena.
Woman.
Sociology Club Attends Annual Conference of the Eastern Sociological Society
By Ndidi Nwagbara
BCC'S Sociology Club in Philadelphia - what
an extravaganza! In late February 2011, students from
BCC took a trip to Philadelphia, PA, where the Eastern
Sociological Society held its 81st annual conference,
which this year had the theme "Intersectionalities and
Complex Inequalities." At the conference, five Sociology
Club members presented poster boards based on research
they had completed to conference attendees, including
professors from other universities and colleges and
graduate and undergraduate students from around the
region. It was a learning experience for all who attended,
BCC students Anthony Alexis, Joel Cabrera, Angelique
Carvajal, Chervon Deas, William Hampton, Akaniyene
Essien, Ndidi Nwagbara and Britzeida Pichardo. A
number of major social issues facing American society
today - including, bullying, racism and domestic violence
- and Marxist theory were addressed in the BCC poster
boards. The students discussed their findings with anyone
at the conference who was interested and offered solutions
to the problems in the hope that this would make society
a better place for everyone. The trip was not only a great
learning experience for all who attended, but it was also a
wonderful retreat from life in New York City.
Chervon Deas and I teamed up to compose a
poster board on the problematic issue of bullying. These
are a few of my overall thoughts on the conference:
"February 24th to the 26th is a weekend I will remember.
I had so much fun being with my fellow Sociology Club
members as well as with the Club's advisors, Professor
Vaso Thomas and Professor Gerard Weber. I got to know
everyone a little better outside of school; it felt like we
were a family. We stayed at the beautiful Sheraton Hotel
and had the opportunity to see Philly's Liberty Bell, a
piece of history." Deas put it briefly but with inspiration:
conclude the trip some of us went to historic sites such as
the Liberty Bell and the Second National Bank and took
pictures. Overall, the trip was cool."
Meanwhile, Angelique Carvajal described her
conference participation in the following way: "I am one
of those students who have to say I have been fortunate to
be able to take a trip like this in my life... Being part of the
Continued on Page 3
Chervon Deas and Ndidi Nwagbara before their poster
on bullying.
"I recommend it to everyone even if you're not sociology
major ... Join the Club."
Joel Cabrera designed a poster board centering
on the theories of Karl Marx. Here is what he had to say
in reference to the trip: "The Eastern Sociological Society
conference of spring 2011 was a great experience. We
in the Sociology Club had the opportunity to travel to
Philadelphia staying in the Sheraton Hotel for a weekend.
We met many sociologists and engaged in various
intellectually stimulating conversations about a variety of
issues being presented during the three-day conference.
At night some of us went into town while others hung out
in the hotel taking a break from classes back in the Bronx.
We all bonded and got to know one another more. We ate
in an Italian restaurant, trying out food that some of us had
never eaten before. I ate black squid pasta and it was very
exquisite; all I can say is bellisimo, my friends. Being in
Philly I told everyone that I had to get a Philly cheesesteak
before I left. Our last day on the trip some of us went to
a place known for Philly cheesesteaks, and most of us got
one with gremlin juice on the side. The cheesesteak was
dripping with grease, yet I managed to eat all of it. To
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Campus News
Carol's Corner
By Carol Martinez
Welcome to the first of many columns of "Carol's Corner," where I will
discuss many topics we care about including entertainment, hair, beauty,
music, and sports.
Entertainment:
Chris Brown's Latest Meltdown!
On Monday, March 21, 2011, Chris Brown did it again. After an
interview with Robin Roberts from "Good Morning, America," Brown allegedly
locked himself in the dressing room and went ballistic, ripping off his shirt,
breaking a glass window, and throwing F-bombs at the GMA staff. Yes! We all
know it has been two years since the Rihanna beat down, but don't you think
by now Chris would be able to handle himself in a professional and mature
manner?
Law enforcement says that the NYPD will not investigate the matter
because there is no complaining victim.
Just days after his meltdown on the set of "Good Morning America,"
reports say Chris Brown has revealed that he and his publicist have decided to
"part ways." My guess is because she has had it with making up lies to cover up
his crazy behavior. He's just showing how much REAL help he needs.
Rihanna May Cancel Dates on "Loud" Tour Due to Poor Sales
Despite being one of the highest-charting female artists of all time,
Rihanna is having a difficult time selling tickets.
Lindsay Lohan Is Going to Trial
Lohan could have stayed out of trouble by being a contestant on "The
Apprentice" this season, yet she decided that she want to be a thief. She has
allegedly stolen from close friends and high-end department stores. She must
decide if she will accept a plea deal that includes jail time for a jewelry store
theft. Lohan was accused of walking out with a $2,500 necklace from Kamofie
and Company, a jewelry store in Venice, California, on Jan. 22.
Britney Is Back!
Aren't we all Britney Spears fans? Spears marked her return,
performing at Rain nightclub in Las Vegas this past Friday night. She has also
been in the "good eye" in the media. Go Brit!
Simon Cowell, and His Thoughts on Glee
Now I'm not sure if all of our Glee fans should be looking to kill, but uhh,
Cowett definitely had a Jot to say about "Glee." So do you think he has a point?
Or should he just zip it? Cowell says, "If somebody said to me five years ago
that one of the biggest pop stars or groups in the world was going to be a glee
club, I never would've believed it. What they've done with "Glee," I believe, is
that they've broken away all boundaries; all shapes, all sizes all mixed together,
but it just works."
It kind of goes against record-company thinking ... because they like to think
in terms of everything's gotta be perfection. But "Glee" changed the rules and
that's part of the reason we are making this show. To prove that actually you
shouldn't have rules for talent... It should be, if you're talented or if you're
different, you should have a chance to succeed along with anyone else."
Death of Elizabeth Taylor
Known as one of the best actresses of all time, we say goodbye to
Elizabeth Taylor. Taylor, 79, died of congestive heart failure Wednesday, March
23, 2011 at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles.
Beauty Juice!
So spring has finally arrived, and it's about time to pull out those bright
colors, short skirts, and printed tees. (Not that wearing any of the above is a
crime in the winter.) Most like to say spring is that time to "show wha'cha got-
without going too far on your transition for summer." In this segment of "Beauty
Juice" I will dig deep for my Divas and Divos, so that we ALL can look good,
smell nice, and most importantly FEEL better than ever!
Printed dresses, Looks great on any body type! Another huge plus is
you can get them from anywhere, for example, Gap, H&M, Macy's, Marshalls,
Loehmann's, etc. And if you're like me and love to shop online where you don't
have to worry about, sizes, colors available, and long lines, your choices are
endless. Varsity Tees, are just super-duper dope, and can be worn almost
anywhere! For all of the Divas who would never be caught dead in a dress:
Don't fret! Prints are so amazing, you can find them is skirts, shorts, capris, and
jeans! There is something for EVERYONE!
If you are now worried for your beauty, then relax. Read on to learn
about some useful spring 2011 beauty tips that will help you enhance your
beauty without any hassles.
Make-up artist to the stars says "Go for the smoky eyes effect this
spring season using gray and black eye shadows. You can also try on brown,
gold, violet and green eye shadows for a smoky eye effect. The best trick is to
use these four colors to achieve the smoky spring eyes". If you're the one to
be "running late" to that AM class you can never go wrong with a neutral eye
shadow, and a ponytail. My natural hair ladies don't be afraid to rock those
natural curls, wavy look, or even if your hair is as flat as string.
For those of you who DO NOT wear make-up, I'm sure we all want
HEALTHYSKIN! So stop using LOTION and don't be afraid to invest in a good
moisturizer and face wash. Follow a regular beauty regime of cleansing, toning
and moisturizing in the spring season. Now that the sun should be coming out
no one want to walk around with patches on their face.
Look out for the next issue where I will discuss wigs, make-up, and
hopefully answer any questions/comments for you readers.
DISCLAIMER: All comments and statements are of my OWN and are in no
way intended to offend any persons nor do they reflect the opinions of "The
Communicator," BCC or CUNY. Always remember that we are all beautiful
people, who are always entitled to their own opinions, views, and suggestions.
Whatever is posted is never to be taken personally. This is intended to be a
public forum.
Sociology Club Attends Annual Conference of the Eastern
Sociological Society
Continued from Page 1
places in my life but never have I been in such close
quarters with people I hardly knew. I learned a lot from
my fellow students and I hope they learned from me,
as well." BCC student Anthony Alexis added, "[it was
important being] around a group of minds that are thinking
on a different plane and hearing the issues of the unheard.
For a newcomer I felt like everyone was so laid back and
willing to hear my thoughts."
The whole process of getting everything prepared
to go to the conference was very exciting. One thing that
I enjoyed a lot was designing my poster board. Thanks to
Professors Weber and Thomas for their motivation. I felt
very proud when I saw the final product — I was ready to
go to the Meeting to exhibit it. At the convention I was
thrilled to actually walk around and observe other people's
boards as well as those made by my peers from Bronx
Community College. Some focused on graffiti, others
war, minority issues, and additional topics. Knowing how
much work I had put into mine, I valued the time and effort
each of the other students put into their work. Furthermore,
people came to me to ask me questions about my board
and even to comment on it. It was such an interesting
exchange of ideas and a way to show appreciation for what
I had done.
The people from Philadelphia were very warm
and friendly. My classmates and I went to visit the Liberty
Bell, a history museum and the Second National Bank of
the United States. The city was full of history everywhere
I looked - the hospitals, banks, streets, parks, even the
houses had something to tell about our country's history.
Wherever I walked there was something that reminded me
of how great a nation this was and still is. Believe me,
opening a book and reading about history is not the same
as being there and feeling the past surrounding you.
It was also great to have the experience of getting
to know my BCC classmates better and for them to get
to know me too. We shared many intellectual and social
experiences together. Overall, I am grateful that I had the
opportunity to be a part of this experience.
There you have it - the BCC Sociology Club
making a difference! The Eastern Sociological Society's
annual conference served as a learning experience for
all. It offered insight into today's world, including many
of the problems we confront. If you missed this year's
conference you will have the opportunity to see our poster
boards and to meet the presenters on Thursday, April 28,
when we will be showing them in Colston Hall - look for
flyers announcing the location and exact time. Also, you
can always attend next year's conference, which will be
in New York City. Just come join the club and bring your
ideas with you. Come be a part of the solution!
Bronx Community College
Outdoor Season 2011
April
4/1/11
Princeton University
4/2/11
Wagner College
4/1-2/11
Richard Stockton College
4/8/11
Rowan University
4/9/11
Palisades State Park
4/9/11
University of Delaware
Princeton Invitational
Princeton, NY
Wagner Invitational
Staten Island, NY
Osprey Invitational
Pomona, NJ
Rowan Open
Glassboro, NJ
FDU Invitational
Palisades Park, NJ
Univ. of Delaware Invite
Newark, DE
4/21-22/11
Widener University
4/23/11
Arizona State University
4/28-30/11
Univ. Pennsylvania
Widener University Invite
Sun Devil Invite
Tempe, AZ
Penn Relay Carnival
Philadelphia, PA
May
05/5-7/11 NJCAA Dill Championship
Alfred Community College Alfred, NY
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BCC Students Participate in Holocaust Museum, Washington, D.C., Trip
Eight Bronx Community College students
took part in a overnight trip of more than one hundred
undergraduates to the Washington, D.C Holocaust
Museum. Organized by the Queens College Hillel, and
subsidized through the generosity of David and Linda
Taub, the aim was to better acquaint students with one
of the most horrific episodes of genocide in the twentieth
century. Leaving by bus on the evening of Saturday,
March 5, students, who came from all branches of the
City University, stayed overnight at the University of
Maryland Marriott Hotel and Conference Center. They
spent most of the following day in the historically accurate
and emotionally overwhelming Holocaust Museum that
detailed Hitler's genocidal crimes. Special exhibits,
including one on Darfur, reminded visitors that the horrors
of genocide and ethnic cleansing are not only in the past.
There was the hope that the outrage and sorrow generated
by the museum might encourage greater knowledge about,
and action against, the genocidal crimes and plans of
dictators today. Seldom has the now time honored slogan,
"Never Again," been more powerfully expressed. Because
of the power of the museum's message, the day ended with
a debriefing session organized by museum staff. Students
were able to express their dismay over the Holocaust, and
to ask how it could have happened, when did the world
learn of these crimes, and why they were not stopped.
The trip included Sunday breakfast and dinner
catered by the University of Maryland Hillel. The
bus trip from the hotel to the museum also afforded a
memorable view of some of the capital's most impressive
monuments. Students returned to New York City by bus
Sunday night. Professor David Gordon, who teaches
the History Department's newest course, Genocide and
Ethnic Cleansing in the Twentieth Century, accompanied
them. He hopes that other B.C.C. will avail themselves
of this annual trip, which takes place every March. Those
interested in next year's trip should contact a member of
the History Department by early February.
Some of the BCC contingent included Varvara
Mokrushina, Aaron Frager, Anthony Kelly, Professor
David Gordon, Pedro Ventura, Jennifer Guzman,
Yamison Ramos, and Giancarlo Martinez. (Camera shy -
Josie Torres.)
Libya is in shambles. The house that Muammar al-
Gaddafi built is crumbling down around him as he cowers
in the basement in steadfast denial of coming collapse of its
last pillars. As more and more became contended territory
Gaddafi showed a stronger resolve towards violent means
to quell the pro-democracy movement. On March 17 the
United Nations Security Council passed UN Resolution
1973. The resolution, proposed in order to curb the high
number of civilian deaths, demanded an immediate cease-
fire from the Gaddafi regime as well as established a military
no-fly zone over Libya. Due to the tenacity of the protesters,
Gaddafi has been using more elements of his military such
as armored divisions and the air force to attempt to squash
the revolt. Recent airstrikes against towns and cities in the
eastern region of Libya have prompted the United Nations
to intervene and establish a military no-fly zone across the
country. As increased military assaults on the rebels turn
the tide in Gaddafi's favor, the uncertainty of Libya's fate
is at an all-time high. Many factors are now beginning to
play roles in the outcome of this civil war. At this point one
can only .observe and speculate as to the fate of the pro-
democracy forces in Libya as they go head-to-head with
the country's notorious dictator. As a supplement to my
previous article on the ongoing situation in Libya I will be
conducting an interview with the former UN Ambassador
to Pakistan Ahmad Kamal. Along with his diplomatic post
Kamal is a founding member and current president and
CEO of the UN Ambassador's Club.
How significant would a successful revolution be in
Libya within the greater context of the concurrent
protests going on within the Arab world?
What is happening in the Arab world is a movement
for fresh air. It is a movement by the youth and by secular
forces. It is a movement for renewal. Change is essential,
it is needed and yet it is not coming fast enough. Jobs are
also needed, many of these people are unemployed and are
expressing their frustration at that. The movements that
started with one man burning himself in Tunisia are going
to spread far and wide.
Would you say then that economics are as much a factor
as oppressive governments?
Regimes are not really oppressive; they are just
static and thus not dynamic. People want change; these
governments have been there for 30,40 years. That type of
static existence is not in tune with the people's existence and
desires. Only change can satisfy the people, that is why we
have periodic and genuine elections and that is why we need
these to express people's opinions.
Do you think that the National Transitional Committee
is solely there to manage the protests or do you see a
future role for them in governing Libya?
One of the most interesting aspects of the winds of
change sweeping the Arab world and the Middle-East is that
the protests have been young, secular, and leaderless. No
existing, well-known leaders have been in the foresight of
the protests. There is no head, it is just the body is reacting.
There are committees set up to lead the protests but it is too
early to tell whether they will exercise governing or whether
they will have future roles. The key point is that these are
leaderless revolutions. They are not just led by the person
who can speak the loudest. Once a revolution is started then
obviously a committee is formed but it is too early to tell
whether those committees will exercise leadership or will
be overtaken in the wake of their success.
How do you think a democratic Libya would interact
with the international community, particularly
countries still under the rule of governments that are
being protested by their peoples?
An Interview with Ahmed Kamal
By Mikhail Shevchenko
All democratic regimes normally get along well,
but in order to get along well you need true democracy and
that means that you need true representation everywhere.
Difference of opinion is necessary, so as long as you have
the rule of majority as well as respect for the minority there
can and will be a peaceful balance. No entity should push its
point of view as absolute, tolerance is necessary. The points
of view of the other side must be understood and respected.
So long as that occurs democracies will get along with each
other.
What role do you see the military playing in the future of
Libyan politics? Will they be in position to play a role in
the transition of power as hi Egypt or are they to be an
instrument of the state at the command of the Executive
Branch?
The military in Libya is almost destroyed; you
have militias which are in the control of the government
one side and the protestors on the other side. There is no
established institution that you can call the military. In a way
it's like tribal warfare, ultimately the new Libya will have
to establish a proper military and that military will play a
role in the government but the role of the military is protect
against external aggression it is not the job of the military
to kill its own people such as it had been doing in recently.
Do you believe these kinds of revolutions will happen in
the EU or US?
These revolutions are not new, the United
States War of Independence was one of them, the French
Revolution another, the Iranian Revolution, the Chinese
Revolution, etc. These are not new, they are good points
in human history, where people come out in the street and
say we have had enough. Regimes that are static and do
not change will see it occur. These revolutions are nothing
new; they have been going on for hundreds of years and will
continue to do so.
Why do you think that Gaddafi is so delusional about his
standing hi Libya?
I cannot comment on that because what are you
asking is the state of mind of Gaddafi and I don't know, hi
every country there are two forces in opposition. The right
of any regime is to ensure its own territorial integrity while
at the same time it is the right of the people to exercise self
determination; these forces are always in opposition and
always lead to civil war. The war can result in the favor of
self determination or that of territorial integrity; an example
of this is the American Revolution. I would add that in most
cases the right of self-determination has been stronger than
territorial integrity.
Colonel Gaddafi's fate is all but sealed, do you believe
he will voluntarily step down or will be forced to by the
growing movement?
It is very difficult to say. We have a similar situation
in the Ivory Coast where the existing regime is refusing to
give up power despite negative election results and pressure
from the international community. The Libya situation has
degenerated into a full scale civil war and we cannot know
what to expect as a result of this except for that innocent
civilians will be killed and that is something that we should
all worry about
What do you think would be the extent of the no-fly zone
that was instituted earlier this week? Would further
resolutions be passed to extend the reach of the edict?
The essence of the resolution is any measure
will be available to take in order to protect the civilians
... that is a very wide ranging and wide terminology. The
no-fly zone just prevents planes from flying and it allows
the military forces to attack any aspects such as tanks,
communications installments, etc. While it states that no
occupational force may be used it is still possible to use
ground forces and withdraw them as long as they do not
occupy. It is a very extremely strong resolution that will
have strong consequences. The consequences are that when
you start attacking the command and control structures and
the tanks and anti-air missile systems, etc., it leads to an
impotency on the part of the Libyan government. And so the
government won't be able to act and in turn will be arming
its supporters. Arms depots and supplies will be opened and
the government won't need to fight since their supporters
will be fighting on their behalf against the revolutionaries.
How long do you think the bombing campaign of Libya
would last? Would it be a lengthy mission of several
months or would it be as long as a few days as President
Obama had mentioned?
I think it would be a short campaign because
there are only so many targets. Libya is not very rich in
targets, like Iraq and so the targets will be eliminated in a
few days and then the fighting will be between government
supporters and the revolutionaries. The government will be
isolated very quickly because of this.
The 1986 airstrike ordered by President Reagan
galvanized the anti-American views that Gaddafi had
held. Do you think that this no-fly zone would result
in direct military action against the countries that are
behind it?
Direct military action is already taking place. They
will try to do that but their options are limited; their planes
will not take off, their airfields are destroyed, and their radar
systems are jammed, the damage that they can do militarily
is limited or will soon be. The only actions they can take
would be that of a terrorist nature using Libyan nationals
in Malta or Italy, but I don't think that their options are
unlimited, on the contrary they are very limited and also
isolated terrorist acts cannot resolve the situation.
What do you think will be the extent of the UN's actions
against Gaddafi?
Military action will be limited in time as you can
take out all the targets in days or weeks and after that it's a
question of the ground forces of Gaddafi's supporters and
those of the revolution. The civil war may continue for a
long time but the government is almost finished.
Do you think that the UN will use ground forces against
the Gaddafi's supporters?
No, they cannot because the resolution specifically
says that no occupation forces may be used, so you can have
forces injected to arm and supply the revolutionary forces
but they cannot occupy the country and there is no way any
UN country can go against that terminology.
Do you believe that Gaddafi will survive the war and
stand on trial or will he be a casualty of it as so many
civilians have already been?
It is difficult to say. The pressure is increasing
from all sides, from the military, from his own people, from
the international community criminal courts, all of these are
different pressure points pushing on the situation.
What do you feel is the response of the Arab League to
the UN resolution?
The resolution and the subsequent military action
wouldn't have taken place without the consent of the Arab
League, the resolution is a result of the Arab League asking
the UN to take action, unless the Arab League rescinds
their request to take action and states that, "Now we don't
want you to take action" we must assume that the Arab
League stands behind the resolution. Lebanon, an Arab
League country, was one of the countries that proposed
this resolution and thus its support along with other Arab
League countries are key to the resolution.
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Going Global
Modern Politics in Troubled Mother Syria
By Noor Al-lslam and Muhammad Jalloh
Recently, as with many other Arab countries,
Syria exploded in protests against its government. This
was not the first time that Syrians have risen up against the
oligarchy that has ruled them for over forty years. Political
uprisings, massacres and mass emigration have been part
of the country's history for many decades.
A Short Political History of Syria
At the end of the First World War when
the Ottoman Empire was disintegrated, the territory
currently known as Syria became a French mandate. This
continued until April 1946 when the country was granted
independence. It then joined both the Arab League and
the United Nations (as one of the organization's original
members) as a sovereign country. Its independence was
marred by a series of coup d'etats that saw the rise of the
military to power and the end to the brief democratic rule.
However, in 1958, it merged with Egypt to form a single
nation, the United Arab Republic which only lasted for
three short years.
The Rise of the Alawites and the Establishment of an
Orwellian State
In 1961, Hafez Al-Assad and his fellow military
officers from the minority Alawite religious sect came to
power through another coup which also saw the secession
of Syria and re-establishment of a sovereign Syrian Arab
Republic. In 1967, Syria joined Egypt and other Arab
countries in the Israeli-Arab war. By 1970, then Syrian
Defense Minister Hafez Al-Assad—who had maneuvered
his way through the political system and had become
the most powerful person in the Baath Party and the
government that it established—finally launched a coup
that saw him come to power as the nation's Head of State.
To consolidate his hold on the country, he appointed other
members of the Alawite sect into strategic positions,
including his brother—Rifat Al-Assad—who became
the National Security chief and his right-hand man. Rifat
became a dictator in his own right and almost created his
own state within the state. He would let loose his troops
who would commit atrocities upon the population, but
with no one to be answerable to. He got so powerful that
he would answer to no one; not even his own brother, the
president.
Hafez Al-Assad systematically eliminated all of
his close associates who could pose a threat to his rule,
and eventually removed all possibilities of opposition.
In 1970, he organized a quasi-election through which he
declared himself the "democratically-elected" president
of the nation. He would then hold elections every seven
years where people would be asked on the ballots a simple
question: whether they wanted President Al-Assad to
continue on as the leader of the country or not. This is
done under the ruthless and watchful eyes of the secret
service agents. If a voter circles "No," it may be one of
their biggest political mishaps. It is related that once a
young lady mistakenly circled "No" on the ballot. The
secret service agent watching her asked her what she has
done and yelled at her. She became so scared, she ate the
piece of paper. Every seven years, the election ritual (in the
name of democracy) is done and the incumbent President
purportedly emerges with approximately 99% of the vote.
Syrian Massacres
In the late 1970's and early 80's, President Hafez
Al-Assad embarked upon a series of massacres upon
his own people to quell any and all forms and elements
of opposition to his rule. During this period there were
frequent bombings of buses on the roads. The president
claimed that the Muslim Brotherhood was responsible for
it. He sent troops, tanks and war planes to the Syrian city
of Hamah. They rolled the tanks into the mosques and
bombed the city from the air. Forty thousand of the city's
residents were massacred in the process. He also sent
war planes to bomb Aleppo (the country's largest city)
in attempt to consolidate his one-man rule and establish
his authoritarian control of the country. There were
many attempts at coups to depose him but they were all
systematically crushed.
Eventually, having lost hope, Syria entered a
calm (even if apolitical) period during which emergency
law was strictly enforced. Discussing politics became a
national taboo. All one had to do was report a person to
the authorities and accuse him or her of saying negative
things about the president or the Baath party and they
would rot in jail regardless of the truth of the allegations or
not. Worse still, no one could enquire about such prisoners
for fear of being accused of being co-conspirators against
the government. In the mid-1990's, the president exiled
his brother Rifaat because of fear that he was planning to
overthrow him. Syria resembled a country straight out of a
George Orwell novel.
A Disastrous Chip Off the Old Block
In the late 90's, Hafez Al-Assad started making
preparations for his succession. The plans went awry when
Basil, the son he had initially groomed to succeed him, died
in a car accident. He then focused his efforts on Bashar,
whom he enrolled in intensive military training to prepare
him for the role of succeeding to the presidency. Bashar
eventually rose to become a staff colonel in the military.
Next, president Al-Assad started eliminating all potential
threats, among his political and military colleagues, to
his succession plan. Shortly after (in 2000), he died of
pulmonary fibrosis and was succeeded by his son, the
current president, Bashar Al-Assad. However, this was
not before VP Khaddam, the former Vice President under
his father, had amended the constitution (which makes 40
years as the minimum age for any would-be president) to
enable the 34-year-old become eligible to be president.
This paved the way for his eventual and undisputed right
to succeed his father to the leadership of the country. Upon
taking over the reins of the country as its new president,
Bashar Al-Assad promised and tried to implement a lot of
political changes. But eleven years later, Syria is still ruled
with an iron fist.
The People Finally Speak
The people of Syria finally got fed up with their
political system. The recent unrest first started with the
beating of a merchant in Damascus by the police, and the
arrest of a woman in the city of Daraa. When the security
forces used life ammunition on the people who came out
to protest, the rest of the country rose in support of Daraa.
The killing went on during the initial two weeks
of unrest. Some speculate that more people died in Syria
in those two weeks than did in the Tunisian and Egyptian
protests put together. The government led the media to
believe their claim that foreign hands and the (Syrian)
Muslim Brotherhood were to blame for the unrest,
claiming that all the people support Bashar. The security
forces' own hoodlums (and the police force) did most of
the killing.
The Government's Response to the Unrest
During the Hamah Massacres in the late 70s,
there were no mobile phones so really nobody knew
anything until a long time after it happened. But during the
recent crisis, thanks to modem technology (smart phones,
the Internet, etc.), the whole country-and the world- knew
what was going on. The demonstrators went up peacefully
to ask for their basic rights to freedom and justice and
demanding the right to make a living. But unfortunately,
the Syrian government turned a blind eye to the peaceful
nature of the protests. Instead, their answer was killing
innocent people, including children and women, and
arresting a huge number of women, men, teenagers and
children.
A Counter Rally by and for the Government
The foreign media has not been allowed to enter the
country to cover the events since the beginning of political
unrest two weeks ago. On Tuesday, March 29th, security
forces forced the Syrian citizens to buy pictures of
President Bashar al-Assad and go out for the publicized
million-people march in his support under the threat
of death. The government has issued a decision to close
the universities, schools, institutions and government
companies on that same day.
Syria: The Road Ahead
An estimated 50% of the population has
emigrated to other countries to seek greener pastures. In the
2009 CPI (Corruption Perception Index) report published
annually by Transparency International, an international
corruption watchdog, Syria ranked a woeful 126 out of
180 countries and scored 2.6 out of 10 on the CPI scale.
Add to that, climbing youth unemployment and a baffling
20% illiteracy rate, Syria seems to have been long overdue
for change. As with other Arab countries that are currently
yearning and openly demanding for political change,
constitutional and fair governance and the protection of
their basic rights to life, liberty, economic opportunities
and political involvement, Syrians do not want to be left
behind, but instead are fighting to establish a nation and a
world where peace, justice, equality and political fairness
reign. But as with Libya, Yemen and other countries, one
cannot say for sure how long and arduous the walk to
freedom will be, but Syrians are ready, willing and able to
take the chances and hope for the eventual changes.
NYPIRG Announces
REFUNDS
Students on this campus voted to support a NYPIRG chapter. Like other clubs and organizations on campus, NYPIRG is funded
through the mandatory student activity fee. Unlike any other club or organization, NYPIRG offers a refund of the portion of the student
activity fee earmarked for NYPIRG in case any student does not wish to contribute.
The New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) is New York State's largest student-directed non-partisan research and
advocacy organization. Students involved with NYPJRG's 20 college campus chapters across New York State become educated and
energized participants on campus and in their surrounding communities.
NYPIRG students learn event planning, problem solving, debate skills, research, and writing by organizing and engaging in meaningful
issue based campaigns. NYPIRG provides an arena for students to actively engage in civics while learning how to make a difference.
To request a refund or for further information please contact:
Leticia Negron
Bronx Community College NYPIRG Chapter
Meister Hall Rm 214
718-289-5409
lnegron@nypirg.org
Refund Amount: Three dollars per student/per semester
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Poet of the Month
Poet of the Month
By Beatriz Ramirez
William Murray is currently enrolled at Bronx Community College. Presently a
student senator for the Student Government Association, Bill began promoting tolerance
of diversity throughout the campus last year with an LGBTQ panel featuring Telemundo
actress and spoken word artist La Bruja. He goes by the stage name of "Barnacle Bill,"
and is known for his soul-folk-reggae singing and poetry. He has toured with Melissa
Ferrick and Bitch (formerly of Bitch and Animal on Ani Difranco's Righteous Babe
Records) all throughout the east coast and down south. He's done queer showcases
with Murray Hill at The Knitting Factory, staged concerts with Ellis and S.J. Tucker
as part of Ed Mannix's 'A Circle of Berdaches' in Brooklyn, and performed three
consecutive years at New Paltz Pride, as well as three consecutive GLBT Expos in Jacob
Javits Center. This year he will be a recipient of All Out Arts' Fresh Fruit Spirit Award on
May 5th, for his involvement with Fresh Fruit Festival. He was most recently awarded
and given recognition at BCC's inaugural Dinner For Dignity, a ceremony celebrating
all those who took a stand for our borough's community at the March for Dignity last
semester. Look for William Murray's name on the online ballot as one of the 2011-12
SGA hopefuls, as he is up for reelection next term.
Where do you draw your inspiration to write?
Words inspire me, and the words of my own testimony are moving (at least, to
me they are). If you think about it, the most inspired writing ever came from the mind and
will of God, which brought all creation into existence. All inspiration comes from God,
including my inspiration to write.
Who are your influences? (political, family, poets, musicians...)
GOD is THEE influence. I love too many women in music to name them all, but
some include Kim Burrell, Sheryl Brady, Ma Rainey, Memphis Minnie, Sister Rosetta
Tharpe, Janis Joplin, Big Mama Thorton, Bessie Smith, Irma Thomas, Pheobe Snow,
Beth Hart, Susan Tedeschi, Joan Osborne, Etta James, Bonnie Raitt, Mahalia Jackson,
Jolie Holland, Elizabeth Cotton, Tracy Chapman, Lauryn Hill, India.Arie and so many
others.
Where or when do you find yourself writing most?
All the time! I especially enjoy visiting a very memorable place where I've spent
the previous many summers of my youth. That is, Dutchess County/ Hopewell Junction
New York. (There, my mom has a lodge that she restored, being the outstanding builder
that she is). It is peaceful and nostalgic place, and I feel like a musician in the sylvan/bard
in the garden when I get the chance to go there.
If you play an instrument, which? And when did you learn to play?
Much of my demos were done on a TASCAM MF-P01 4-Track Portastudio
(analogue), and for beats and synthesizer my ZOOM RhythymTrak RT-223, and my
Carlo Robelli acoustic guitar. I am, by no means, a professional musician. I consider
myself more experimental in what I do. Or, in other words, I am still learning.
Do you have a message in your writing? Who Is it for?
The message in my writing is that there are many conditions of the spirit. I write
for other psychobabblers, radical visionaries, collectivists, musicians, poets, beatniks,
lovers, queers - anyone who will listen, really.
What are your goals for your music and/or poetry?
Uplifting and enriching the lives of others through art, is my goal. I just love
working folks into a gospel, soul and reggae lather.
Is there an album in the works? If so, what should we be expecting from that?
There is no album in the works. I have enough material for an album or two,
but I am not comfortable immortalizing it yet. I prefer live performance, which is the
'Barnacle Bill' product.
Media Technology Program Students Serve as
Judges in the Panasonic 2011
Kid Witness News Video (KWN) Competition
Bronx Community College Media Technology Program students serve as judges in
the Panasonic 2011 Kid Witness News Video (KWN) Competition.
Photograph by Charles Sabat
Thirteen students and alumni in the BCC Media Technology Program served
as judges in the Panasonic 2011 Kid Witness News Video (KWN) Competition. BCC
students served as preliminary judges of their high school and middle school entries to the
KWN competition. KWN started in a New Jersey school in 1989. Over the past 20 years,
it has expanded and currently includes over 600 schools from approximately 26 countries
in what has become the KWN global program. KWN is a hands-on video education
program with an emphasis on team-centered learning that encourages students to develop
valuable cognitive, communication and organizational skills through the use of state-of-
the-art, high definition video products and technology, provided by Panasonic. Using
this equipment, students are free to communicate stories that are important to them and
their communities. Under teacher supervision, students research, write, act in, produce,
direct and edit a variety of videos which bring to life subjects they study in school and/
or encounter in real life situations. In other words, it is The World through Their Eyes.
A panel of student judges from Bronx Community College's Media Technology
Program chose the top 10 videos. Once the winning schools have been selected, they
will be honored at the KWN New Vision Awards Ceremony on Friday, May 6, 2011, at
Panasonic headquarters in Secaucus, New Jersey. Winning schools will also be treated to a
"Winners Weekend" in New York City. BCC student judges included Robby Soman, Carl
Zumatto, Felipe Silvestre, Mary Borrello, Natalie Setoute, David Diaz, Jake Wisotsky,
Prof. Jeffrey Wisotsky. Fernando Gil, Carlos Lample, Richard Martinez, Brian Zabala,
Daarina Herriott, Shawn Alexandre, Brian Caraveo and James Creque.
Barnacle Bill's Sea Shanty (pt. 2)
want to live deeply underwater
Have seaweed be my fodder
And never break the surface again
want to be King Triton's daughter
Save crustaceans from the slaughter
Of tireless lobstermen
would swim under the yachters
Ocean liners chartered
Cruising past Neptunian
I'd love to be aquatic
Rescuing sponges and starfish
From people dehydrating them
I would free tuna from the trawlers
Sludge and sewage from the harbors
That kill otters and amphibians
Photo: Lisa MurrayBarnacle Bill performing.
JOIN A CLUB
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Media Frenzy
By Alex Luma
According to George Bernard Shaw, "No
American newspaper will print anything contrary to its
own interests." Between Sunday, March 13 and Tuesday,
March 15, over 1,200 university journalists and editors
attended the 2011 Spring NYC Media Convention, held
at the Marriot Marquis Hotel in Times Square, bringing
along all of their journalistic instincts and works. The
event included workshops and a career fair event featuring
companies and newspapers in the world and media.
Sponsored by The CUNY Graduate School of Journalism,
Freedom Forum Diversity Institute, Associated Press and
CNN, to name a few, the convention was well-constructed
and very informative for students considering or interested
in a career in media.
The first workshop I attended that Sunday morning
was called "Writing Award-Winning Columns." The
facilitator of the workshop, Dan Corrigan, highly stressed
the importance of never writing an article off the top of
your head, especially when the writer knows nothing about
the topic he/she is covering. Another workshop I attended
was called "Develop the Master Networker Inside You,"
which was an impressive workshop. In the workshop,
Rod Colon, CEO of Empowering Today's Professional
Network, talked about creating elevator pitches, which
are quick summaries that could detine yourself and your
value in as quick as the duration of an elevator ride. He
had each individual attending his presentation give an
elevator pitch breaking down any barrier to comfort or
communication. Networking is not about sales or simply
handing out business cards. It is not about keeping score.
In my opinion, if you want to score big, the best way to do
that is to not keep score at all. Successful networking is an
important entity of career management.
On Monday and Tuesday, I learned about the
basics of fair use and copyright infringement. Altogether,
the experience was amazing. To be able to get away from
the daily hassles of life and to hear these professionals in
the media industry is a great thing. When the event was
Over, I Jeft with more information than I knew of before.
The Communicator Reviews! Healthy Choices/Au Bon Pain
By Communicator Staff
It has been an exciting month over at the Roscoe Brown Student Center. CulinArt is out, and University
Healthy Choices, operating under the guise of Au Bon Pain, is in. Gone are the days of greasy chicken fingers and French
fries, mystery meat, and salads resembling Petri dishes. Our new vendor has come in with both barrels blazing, and if
the steady buzz of activity is any indicator, their strategy is working.
Au Bon Pain offers a wide variety of salads, wraps, and sandwiches, as well as a rotating stream of pastries and
breakfast offerings. How will you navigate these uncharted culinary waters, you ask? Lucky for you, the Communicator
staff has come to rescue. Using any excuse to gorge on massive quantities, we descended on the cafeteria in hopes of
separating the edible wheat from the chaff.
By and large, the soups were a hit with the staff. The selection was appreciated by all. It was agreed that
although not every soup suited everyone's taste, the wide variety ensured that at least everyone had a favorite. Though
the tomato bisque originally got rave reviews, our diners soon complained of a "tinny" aftertaste. The runaway winner
of the soup round was the beef stew, which reviewers found hearty, warm, and satisfying. Close runners-up were the
corn and chili bisque and clam chowder.
The Thai Peanut wrap was the most polarizing of all dishes. While it sent our editor-in-chief, Beatriz, into a
veritable frenzy of delicious, our resident critic Carol Martinez likened it to "a party in [her] mouth, where no one was
having a good time." The chicken Caesar wrap was a hit across the board, and the Southwestern tuna wrap did not
disappoint. The Mediterranean wraps were neither a hit nor a miss. Some complained about its vegetables, but all were
glad that there was a vegetarian option available.
The salads were underwhelming, standard food court fare. While pre-packaged dressings and deli meat do not
usually spell promise, the reviewers were pleased with the freshness of the product. The lettuce looked like lettuce and
each element was distinguishable from the others. It was most certainly a step above Culinart's offerings.
Sandwiches were yet another underperforming category. Though the availability of prepackaged sandwiches
was a welcome change, few saw them as anything better than what one could make at home. There was little to distinguish
the sandwiches from homemade. Ham and cheese was the overall favorite, with the roast beef and brie landing in dead
last.
The most welcome of all developments were pastries. The selection of brownies, turnovers, muffins and scones
did not disappoint our sweet-toothed staffers. The cheese turnover was the sleeper hit. Though modest in presentation, it
was the favorite among all who tried it. The carrot muffin is similarly plain in appearance but more than made up for it
with flavor. While the brownies did not win the crowd as anticipated, and the scones would have been better for breakfast
rather than after a marathon feast, students are relieved that there is somewhere to satisfy a midday sugar craving without
having to turn to the vending machines.
There is something for everyone at the new cafeteria. While there have been concerns about prices, most
entrees are in the sub-$6 range and one would have to try to spend more than $10 on lunch for one. For those who'd like
to get away with a meal that is lighter on the wallet (and waistline), Au Bon Pain has recently rolled out its "Portions"
line, with small servings of healthier fare. Hopefully this will ease the minds of the health-conscious and budget-oriented
among us.
The Fight Against Hunger Is Music to My Ears
By Enoch Allotey
A talent show dubbed 'Fight Against Hunger'
under the auspices of BMI /SLASH in collaboration with
the Fight Against Hunger Foundation coordinated by Mr.
Alex Luma was designed to raise awareness in the fight
against hunger and entertain the college community, as
well. The event, intended to showcase the various talents
on campus, was held on March 3rd. Considering the
number of people who participated and amount of canned
foods collected, the event was an absolute success. The
majority of the performances were either poetry recitals
(spoken word) or singing, but even within these two
specific types of performances the participants were
surprisingly melodic and impressive.
The event took off with Dean Bernard Gantt
delivering a prolific rap piece full of motivation and
positivity. It was a piece he said was written over a
decade ago. Seemingly, the realities of more than a
decade ago still dwell with the current generation.
Fortunately for the audience, Dean Gantt shed enough
light on the situation and offered a great amount of
advice lyrically in the less than the three minutes his
performance lasted.
The second performance was by Bill Murray.
His entire performance wowed the audience. The surprise
element was his delivery of two separate music genres
meshed into an almost exclusive genre. The melodic
blend of reggae rhythms in an authentic Jamaican accent
fused with soulful lyrics left the crowd up on their feet
cheering. For an instant one would have thought Bill
Murray's performance couldn't be topped, but little did
the audience know the subsequent performances would
be equally good, if not better. Chloe, a member of Urban
Unity (a campus-wide organization geared towards
molding positive relationships amongst students through
music and urban arts) sang a rendition of "All I Can Do is
Cry" and did so tremendously well. It was no surprise to
find her taking second place at the end of the competition.
Her performance was followed by another Urban Unity
performance from Overflow and Ms. P singing an
original song titled "Busted" and, as the name suggests,
Winners and participants.
the song was about relationship infidelity. That was also
a feat well-achieved as the audience roared as a sign of
satisfaction at the end of the performance.
Alex Luma then delivered a brilliant poetic
piece titled "Life as It Seems but Still I Rise." It was
no surprise the audience reacted the way they did. The
audience nodded with agreement during the recital as
though he was speaking their thoughts. Apparently, that
was the first of numerous poetry recitals worthwhile.
Ms. Nirvana Barnes also wowed the audience with her
passionate, indulging poem titled "Night of Passion,"
which was followed by a well-choreographed dance
routine by Ms. Chrystal Whyte.
Ms. Beatriz Ramirez performed an enchanting
jazz song accompanied by soulful guitar strings. Other
than her performance being truly soulful she was the only
Photo: Alex Luma
participant who performed with a live instrument. The
first place award went to Ms. Dominique Garcia who
performed a powerful song. The most impressive part of
her performance was her soulful voice. It was as though
she trained her voice her whole life for this show. The
third place was taken by Ms. Felicia Marcus who also
proved herself worthy for the award by enchanting the
audience with her angelic voice.
It was an entertaining event filled with surprises.
Most of the performers were confident in their talents and
showed that through their performances. Even though
only three of the numerous performers were awarded for
their efforts, each and every performer had indeed won
a prize. The prize of knowing that they were a part of an
effort to fight hunger and to help make this world a better
place.
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From the Missouri farmhouse, Vera Gatly could
see the house of her deceased grandmother Undine on a
distant hill. It had remained empty after a cousin of hers
had sold the place to a businessman who lived north in an
Iowa town. But there seemed to be lights near or in the
place tonight and she wondered if the man had returned
or if someone else might have decided to pay a nighttime
visit. She had then seen a flash of light outside her kitchen
window up in the sky, a meteor perhaps, and that had
brought her outside into the yard, wiping her hands with a
dishrag and looking up at the sky. The night sky was pitch
black and the constellation of stars never looked clearer,
as if you might reach out and touch them. The light near
the old place had disappeared and she stood there in the
dark wondering. Well, it was just as strange as all get out
and she was tempted to wake her husband, Harlan, but he
had gone to bed right after dinner having worked from
sunrise on the farm the day before. It wasn't her property
but they might take a drive past that next day to check in
on the place as a good neighbor should. It was that next
morning though, that she heard on the radio that others had
seen lights in the sky the night before as well. There had
been several phone calls made from residents of Kirksville
and farmers in the area to the local sheriff's office. She
had not mentioned the lights to Harlan as he had ate his
breakfast in silence and had headed out to the barn to feed
the animals and do the milking. If wouldn't make any
difference if she did for he wouldn't believe her and he
might hear the stories from town. But the fact that she had
seen something unexplained frightened her. Even in the
light of day, her backyard now seemed a tense, still place.
She no longer felt safe.
Harlan and Vera were to go into Kirksville that
day to do some shopping. She decided to ask Harlan to
drive past grandmother's place. Down the road and close
by was a very old cemetery where grandmother and
grandfather were laid to rest. It wasn't the nicest cemetery
in that area of Missouri but grandmother had requested that
spot as it was so close to home. A few other relatives had
been buried there as well including a cousin who had died
in the First World War. Some of the gravestones in this
small cemetery dated back to the eighteen hundreds, old
crumbling, limestone slabs half covered in moss and sedge
grass. The writing on the headstones was barely visible.
The sedge grass and weeds had overtaken the cemetery
and if it weren't for Harlan mowing and pulling the weeds
from time to time it would have been a lot worse.
"Harlan, I want to put some flowers from the
garden on Grandmother and Grandfather's graves. Let's
pass by there on the way to town."
Harlan agreed without an argument, which he
surely would have made.
That early afternoon, with Vera in her good print
cotton dress and straw hat with flowers and Harlan in a
clean pair of overalls, they drove their black and white
Chevrolet car to the front yard and drive way of the old
place near the graveyard.
"I'll just walk these over, Harlan. You can come
along and pull some weeds."
"I'm not pulling any damn weeds today, Vera! I
have on my clean overalls. "
"All right then. I will be right back."
"Don't make me sit in this car too long."
Vera made her way alongside the gravel country
road to the cemetery and finding the grave she placed
her bouquet of orange and yellow marigolds near the
Lights in the Sky
By Paul Bland
gravestone. She looked up and gazed toward the sloping
field behind the cemetery and saw the strangest thing. The
short, brown grass of the field had been burnt forming an
almost perfect, circular shape.
"Harlan!" she called out. But he didn't hear. She
quickly walked back to the car and got in.
"Harlan, I saw the strangest thing. The field
behind the cemetery looks burnt up."
"What do you mean?"
"The grass looks burnt by a fire of some sort."
"Grass has been known to catch fire in heat but
we haven't had that kind of weather."
"Take a look for yourself."
And so Harlan walked down the gravel road and
then up into the field to inspect the area. He didn't return
for a good ten minutes and so Vera became restless and
went down the road after him. There he was heading back
slowly and they met up at the edge of the graveyard.
"That damn fool from up north might have done
it or someone else. But that is not his land. His land is the
eighty acres across the road. I don't know who owns this
land. I think I'll mention it to the sheriff in town. By God,
when people start doing that."
With that they walked to the car and headed into
Kirksville.
The burnt field area was mentioned to the sheriff
and that same afternoon-or perhaps early evening, a group
had gathered near the burnt patch of land to take pictures
and document the incident.
"That just don't look like a natural thing," said
one man, a local farmer who had drove the newspaper man
out for a look.
It was written up in the Kirksville paper and
although no direct reference was made to the lights seen
in the sky, town folk gossiped about the two incidents
happening at the same time. Vera would only respond to
people by calling it silly nonsense and Harlan didn't seem
to have an opinion at all; it wasn't their concern as long as
it wasn't their property. And so the incident faded into the
past like a Sunday church service of a few weeks ago. Vera
hadn't ventured outside in the yard after dark for weeks
and realizing this it made her mad. She said a prayer and
went outdoors to look up at the sky. The night sky was as
pitch black as ever. The stars shined bright and the Milky
Way looked far, far away. Vera would never mention the
lights she had seen in the sky and near the old place but
she faithfully returned to put flowers on the graves at the
old graveyard. Harlan kept the gravestones free of sedge
grass in the warm months and the field grass grew back in
the burnt field a scattered lime green, with only gnats and
bees flying about in the hot, humid air.
II
What the residents of Kirksville county did
not know was that U.S. Secret Air Force personnel
had photographed the area, as well. And this time an
explanation was not found for the UFO incident, at least
not quickly. There was that rare U.S.S.A.F. file with the
possible reason being interplanetary or inter-dimensional
or perhaps even spiritual in nature. There was a U.S.
territory map at the U.S.S.A.F. that designated "spiritual
regions," many of these relating to the Native American
tribes that had once occupied specific land areas. But these
were rarely discussed and never admitted to, certainly
not to the public. The Kirksville incident had happened
quickly; lights in the sky and then lights seen on .the
ground. That unto itself was unusual. A landing was rare.
David Martins (not his real name, for no one at
the U.S.S. A.F. used their real name), had been assigned
to analyze the data and report on his findings. What made
the case so interesting was that it closely matched another
incident that had occurred previously, in an area west of
Flagstaff, Arizona. The same circular ground marking of
burnt grass. Was it a prank like many of the crop circles
found in the fields in England? He had to consider all
rational explanations. He was only really to be concerned
with his area, the Midwest, states that included Ohio. He
would share his findings with Arizona.
"David, I found more information on the incident
in Arizona." This was spoken by his co-worker, Miss
Ollen, the handsome, fair-haired young woman that he
called Ollie.
"Ollie, what would I do without you?"
"I don't know. Look at these photographs. The
dimensions of the circular area are exact to the one in
Kirksville county."
"It doesn't mean a thing."
"Well, if they're the same, it means something,
even if they were faked. This time I think we have a real
mystery on our hands. I've asked a team to go out and
search the area. Do the standard tests."
"Just keep it as discreet as possible. Send out the
standard two men. All I need is a bunch of farmers on the
national news. Remember Roswell?"
"How do you know they will be menl And this is
hardly Roswell."
"When they put up a gift shop and billboards it
will be."
It was two men that were sent out one
sleepy, summer afternoon when all seemed quiet. The
tests of the field in question indicated that something had
left traces of mineral deposits. There were high levels of
aluminum and other chemicals. The findings were totally
unexpected and indicated that a landing of some sort
had indeed occurred. The head office in Washington was
called the following day and the Kirksville incident was
upgraded to top secret. David Martins was horrified. His
had been an easy desk job, never a real incident. Oh, there
were plenty of UFO sightings but almost always they had
been easily dismissed, explained by a weather balloon or a
military aircraft, or simply a prank. Now he was famous, at
least to his fellow U.S.S.A.F. associates. Ollie was thrilled.
"I got a call from Washington. There sending out
several staff members to assist us," said Ollie excitedly.
"Do you know what someone told me about the
house nearby?"
"What house?"
"The farmhouse next door to the Missouri field."
"Oh, that house."
"It's vacant and it is supposed to be haunted."
"Ha! That explains it, ghosts from space. Who
told you that?"
"The Kirksville sheriff."
"I wonder what the connection is?"
"Ollie, there is no connection."
"Oh, I think there might be. I'll get on it."
"Ollie-"
But Ollie had left David's office.
The men from Washington came and left.
Nothing came of it. The incident was filed away. And
David Martin's life became uneventful again, except that
he did ask Miss Ollen to marry him, and she had said yes.
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where are the thinkers
who will foresee the forces of nature?
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Editorial Views
Where To From Here
By Alexandra'e Wint
Getting to college was only the beginning of our journey, after
your final semester at Bronx Community College the question that
lingers predominately on our mind is "What now? Where do I go
from here?" Surely we don't just mean academically, but socially.
Do we see ourselves getting married in the near future, perhaps
traveling to see the world? Not just to the usual tourist spots, oh
no, how about Cambodia, the Ukraine, Tennessee, maybe? Who are
the friends we will associate with after college, will we contact the
Office of Student Life to see what changes have been made after
were gone, will we stop by Colston and lend a hand to the freshmen
who only seem to ask , "Which way is the bursar's?"
What about the political aspect? Will someone from BCC
one day stand in the mayor's office or perhaps the oval office? Will
we shape the world through our military decisions, will we redefine
cultural geography through our expansion of social media, will we
fight patriotic wars, lend a hand in relief aid, invest in the stock
market, publish new and exciting theories? Who knows? Only time
will tell what lies ahead of us through the gates that open towards
University Avenue.
But until that moment comes when you take your final class,
when you walk up Burnside's marathon hill for the last time, ask
yourself, "Where to from here?"
We've studied history and are in awe of the great men and
women who have walked the earth before us, but this is our time, this is
our chapter that one day someone in college (perhaps even this same
college) will read about. Why not give them a grand story to tell, pave
the way for your future so that others may follow on in your footsteps?
This year an amazing 858 transfer
students finished college at Monroe.
Maybe it's time you made
the move.
Maybe it's all the exciting in-demand degrees. Or the
professors who actually work in their fields. Perhaps ifs
the fully-furnished dorms equipped with WiFt, a
computer lounge and fitness center. Or the classes that
meet around your schedule. Whatever the reason,
hundreds of motivated, career-minded students are
taking their credits and turning them into marketable
Associate or Bachelor's Degrees at Monroe College.
Transferring to Monroe means:
• Generous transfer credit policy
• Additional credit for military or
academy training
• Exciting degrees, in demand right now
• Professors who also work in their fields
• Unique Bronx & New Rochelle campuses
• Fully furnished apartment-like dorms
• Online & on campus class options
• Day, evening & weekend classes
• One-on-one financial aid & assistance
Associate, Bachelor's, Master's and Online Degree Programs:
Accounting
Baking & Pastry
Business Management*
Criminal Justice*
Culinary Arts
Early Childhood Education
Health Services Administration* Public Health
Hospitality Management* Registered Nurse
Information Technology* MBA in Business Management*
Medical Administration* MS In Criminal Justice
Medical Assisting . program,, ,,,so ,lval,awe On,,m,
Pharmacy Technician
MONROE
COLLEGE
1.800.55.MONROE
monroecollege.edu
PREPARE TODAY
AIWaslw8s»>4Pm Hs^  I ^sa^ i m sr^m
What do you need to succeed in today's climate? You need to
START STRONG.4" In Army ROTC, you'll do just that. White attending
college, you'll gain strength, character, and unmatched leadership skills
to lead the most well-trained individuals in any field. And when you
graduate and complete Army ROTC, you can be commissioned as a
U.S. Army Officer. Plus, to help pay for your education, you can earn a
full-tuition, merit-based scholarship. ROTC will give you strength for a
lifetime of success. There's strong. Then there's Army Strong.
For more information, visit qoafmy.com/rotc/startstronq.
iss*
ARMY STRONG;
W tar bv the United Stete-s- An
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TRANSFER QUALIFY
^ r^
CREDITS AND YOU
complete your bachelor's degree
When you've completed your associate degree you'll have many great options
ahead of you and one is DeVry College of New York. We work with community
college students to make sure qualifying credits transfer seamlessly and that you
have everything you need, including:
• Access to required courses
• Rnancial aid
• Lifetime Career Services for all graduates
3 New York City Area Locations
Midtown | Manhattan | Queens
For more information on earning your bachelor's
degree, please visit DeViy.edu/cc.
In New York, DeViy University operates as DeVry College of New York
DeVry University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association, www.ncahlc.org.
DeVry is certified to operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. AC0060. DeVry University is authorized
for operation by theTHEC, www.state.tn.us/thec. Nashville Campus - 3343 Perimeter Hill Dr., Nashville, TN 37211.
Program availability varies by location.
©2011 DeVry Educational Development Corp. All rights reserved.
DeVry College
of New York
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Poetry Corner
Did I Lose My Faith?
By Anonymous
Did I lose my faith ?
Can I reach in my pocket and find it again ?
Do I have to sit like an Old. Maid in the chair knitting
a quilt creating my new faith since I can't find it in my
pocket?
Do I look up and say, "Where did it go, did I lose it?"
Or is it just the wicked people who trick me into thinking
I lost, so I could fall apart?
Breaking me down to the size of a roach to get stepped
on and slapped all over the floor.
Worth nothing, not even of Raid.
So I look again in me and found my faith again right
where I left it right, where I always keep it in my heart.
With faith I know I am more than the roach wicked
people try to make me into.
With faith I am me and I don't care what anyone says.
I Met a Jewel or So I Thought
by Adedamola Agboola
I met a jewel
A diamond so rare
Glittering like gold
Blooming like roses
Shining like a star
My heart sinks at her embrace
Her smile brings me joy
My body trembles at her kisses
My day lightens at her sight
She had beauty,
She had an aroma,
She had her pride,
She also had a heart,
Or so I thought
Just for a moment...
I found love
I found trust
I found the truth
I found happiness
Or so I thought
We hung out,
We kissed,
We laughed,
We also cried together,
So as we fought.
But
Was she really serious?
Does she ever understand?
Had she ever care?
Or so I thought
Maybe I took things too fast,
Maybe she never really loved me,
Maybe I was wrong,
Maybe she wasn't ready
Or so I'm thinking
I made a promise,
I kept it,
I gave her my heart,
She broke it,
I planted trust, .
She uprooted it,
I gave her a chance,
She blew it,
Was committed,
Never appreciated it
Loved her,
She never realized it.
Guess we were never made for each other,
Or maybe,
Just maybe,
I am thinking too much
Beauty in Every Eye
By Rafaelina Siri
These shivers in this cold protect me from the harms of the world. Shivers
who would think shivers will protect you from the harms of this cruel
world. Like covers at night, shivers are reactions to the outside world,
to the attacks of coldness the body experiences. Shivering, shivers inform
me that I am a human, that I exist, that I am here.
At that moment, I did not want to be cold, but my soul did not have any
other choice. Accepting it was the only option at that particular point in
time. I embraced the touch of the cold, I tasted it's taste buds, I
accepted it into my life, what is cold I thought? Why does my body have to
react to it and why is it reacting? Do soul and cold make friends, are
they friends?
So many questions to these happenings, there is no correct answer. There
are infinite amounts of possibilities all around, interpretations and
distinct definitions. The shivers on my skin surpassed deeper inside of
me, like a chemical reaction to the cause.
That is beauty, a beauty that each and every single one of us possess
within us, whether we realize it or not.
La Rose
La Rose
Naturelle, magnifique
Croitre, apporter la beaute', decorer
Joie, tristesse, se'renite', romance
La beaute"
Par Chabely Ignacio
The Rose
The rose
Natural and magnificent
It grows, it brings beauty, it decorates
Joy, sadness, serenity, romance
Beauty
Fleur
Fleur
blanche, fragile
brillante, jolie, parfumee
joie, jeunesse, vie, amour
le printemps
Par Paul Bland
Flower
Flower
white, fragile
brilliant, pretty, fragrant
Joy, youth, life, love
Spring
L'enfant
Un sourire qui illumine mon coeur
Une raison de vivre
L'enfant rhythme avec responsabilite, sacrifice, partage
La joie d'6tre mere
Une fleur grandie dans mon coeur
Un amour indefini
L'enfant
Un sens a ma vie
Par Larissa Zoungrana
Child
A smile which lights up my heart
A reason to live
Child rhymes with responsibility, sacrifice, sharing
The joy of being a mother
A flower which has grown in my heart
An endless love
Child
A meaning for my life
Democratic
Democratic
Tu es liberte d'opinion et liberte' d'expression
Tu inspires la cr6ativit£, la liberte de choix et
I'dpanouissement
Tu es la paix, la joie, la liberte et la s6r6nite des peuples
Comme tu es belle!
Par Ali Zarifou
Democracy
Democracy
YOU are freedom of opinion and freedom of expression
You inspire creativity, freedom of choice and happiness
You are the peace, joy, freedom and serenity of peoples
How beautiful you are!
L'oiseau
L'oiseau est un petit animal de brousse, qui est joyeux,
qui aime beaucoup voler, chanter, et qui aime aussi crier
alors qu'il vole du nuage...
Par Boubacar Diallo
Bird
The bird is a little animal of nature, which is joyful,
which loves to fly, to sing, and which also loves to cry out
as it flies down from the clouds...
Chienne
Chienne
Belle, r£gale
Vite, affectueuse, qui aime a jouer
Heureuse, ensommeille"e, ennuyee, qui a faim
Ma copine
Par Aziza Ingram
Dog
Dog
Beautiful, regal
Quick, loving, playful
Happy, sleepy, annoyed, hungry
My friend
The Communicator - April 18, 2011 13
Poetry Corner
Untitled
By Jennifer Besso
Un piccolo angolo, un ammaccatura che non vuole
sbiadire
Mi siedo con grande paura e tremo
Preghando che svegliero da quest'incubo.
Mi dici che io fossi inutile, mi hai detto proprio cosi
Mi hai detto che saro nulla
Fho quasi creduto
La truccatura coprendo I'ammaccature e i maglioni
coprendo i tagli
imbrogli coprendo 1'ovvio, non ti basta.
I primi anni della mia vita ho passato sotto il tuo pugno di
ferro...L'ho scappato.
Ora rimango con questa paura di non fidare di nessuno
Sebbene il mio cuore e tanto solo, un'anima distrutta mi
rimane una vita vuota e fredda
il nodo che mi sento ancora mentre la tua cassaforte mi .
colpisce in testa
Immaginando ancora una volta che fossi morta anziche
essere viva.
il sparo mi ha quasi colpito ma di nuovo ha rotto la mia
anima
Mi dispiace che non ci sei riuscito quel giorno.
E d'allora che non mi fido.
A small cut, a bruise that does not fade
I sit quivering, with great fear
Praying that I will wake up from this nightmare
You told me that I am useless, I have just said so
You told me I am nothing
I almost believed
The make-up covering bruises and sweaters covering cuts
Cheating, covering the obvious, is not enough.
The first years of my life I spent under your iron fist, I ran
away.
Now I stay with this fear of not trusting anyone
Although my heart is so lonely, my soul destroyed, my
life is empty and cold
A knot that I felt again while you hit me in the head
Imagining again a time that I had died instead of being
alive.
I almost hit the shot but again broke my soul
I'm sorry that you weren't successful that day.
And since then I do not trust.
Chemistry
By Ayesha Depay
Apolitical Intellectuals
By Otto Rene Castillo
One day the apolitical intellectuals will be interrogated,
By the simplest of our people,
They will be asked what they did,
When their nation died out slowly,
Like a sweet fire small and alone.
No one will ask them about their dress,
Their long siestas after lunch,
No one will want to know,
About their sterile combats,
With "the idea of the nothing"
No one will care about their higher financial learning,
They won't be questioned on Greek mythology,
Or regarding their self disgust,
When someone within them dies the coward's death.
They'll be asked nothing about their self absurd
justifications,
Born in the shadow of the total lie.
On that day,
The simple men will come,
Those who had no place in the books and poems
Of the apolitical intellectuals,
But daily delivered their bread and milk,
Their tortillas and eggs,
Those who drove their cars,
Who cared for their dogs and gardens and worked for
them,
And they'll ask:
"What did you do when the poor suffered, when
tenderness and life burned out of them?"
Apolitical intellects of my country,
You will not be able to answer.
A vulture of silence will eat your gut.
Your own misery will pick at your soul.
And you will be mute in your shame.
This poem is dedicated to the unrest and revolution that
has and still going on in Africa.
He a writer
and I am His page
with passion
and Ink
from the end of his pen
he fills me from the tip-pity top
to the bottom
not missing a spot
writing in the margins
and between the lines
oh how fine is his cursive
very fine indeed
I'm covered in quatrains
and
sonnets
riddles and rhyme
he puts in the time
writing intentionally
then speaking me in to verse
He is an artist
and easily you can see
I am his canvas
He has been preparing his paints
before he knew me
honing his craft on scraps of paper
until he was ready for me
I am made
of better quality
material
finally we meet
every stroke of his brush
perfection
Born of true emotion
I'm full of color now
I a mature masterful
work of art
He's a Musician
I am his instrument
everyone can hear
we are meant to be together
I produce a resonating sound
As his well trained hands
glided along my body
rhythm and melodies
flow easily out of me
because he took
so much care in tuning me
If it's not obvious
what I'm trying to say by now
then
I'll make it clear
we have
Chemistry
Reflexion
By Robelkys Vargas
Quisiera ser una persona que piense libremente,
Escoger mi propio destino,
Mi propio rumbo sin ataduras,
Sin que nadie lo impida
Que nadie me juzgue por lo que soy o por lo que tengo,
For lo que digo, lo que callo o por lo que siento.
Que nadie piense, hable, escoja o decida por mi;
Que todos esten al tanto de que decido, de que amo;
Que soy una persona que solamente quiere veneer en la
vida a su manera.
Y si cometo errores i,qu€ importa?
No voy a retroceder el tiempo,
Pero puedo asegurar que tratare de aprender de ellos,
A fin de cuentas si no aprendo de ellos es como si no
existiera en este mundo,
Si no cometo un error significa que no he intentado llegar
a la cima;
Sin ellos no hubiese existido el arrepentimiento, el dolor,
La satisfaccion de poder aprender hasta de lo mas
diminuto,
Sin ellos la vida no tiene sentido,
No habria miedos que veneer,
No habria rumbos que recorrer hacia el camino del bien
Tratemos de aprender de lo malo, y de lo bueno tratemos
de nutrirnos.
I wish to be a person who thinks with freedom
Choose my own destiny, my own course, no strings
attached
And that nobody can stop me
Nobody judges me for what I am or what I have,
For what I say or for what I don't,
For what If eel or what I don't.
I want no one to think, talk, choose, or decide for me
I want everybody to know that I can decide, I can love
I'm a person who only wants to overcome in life my way.
If I make mistakes it doesn't matter,
I won't rewind the time,
But I could be sure that I will try to learn from them
If I don't learn from them it is like I wouldn't have
existed
If I don't make mistakes it means I haven't tried to get to
the top
Without them, regret or pain wouldn't exist,
The satisfaction of being able to learn even from the
smallest things.
Without mistakes life has no sense
It wouldn't have been fears to be defeated
Or paths to be chosen
Let's try to learn from the bad things
And from good let's nourish ourselves.
RONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BASEBALL 2011
DATE OPPONENT
19-Apr
22-Apr
23-Apr*
25-Apr
27-Apr
3-May
5-May
6-May
7-May
21-27 May
* Double Head
Manhattan C.C.
Manhattan C.C.
Manhattan C.C.
Bergen C.C.
CUNY CHAMPIONSHIP
NJCAA REGION 15 PLAYOFFS
NJCAA REGION 15 PLAYOFFS
NJCAA REGION 15 PLAYOFFS
NJCAA REGION 15 PLAYOFFS
NJCAA Nationals
LOCATION
HOME
HOME
AWAY
HOME
MCU PK., Brooklyn
Higher Seed
SUNY Farmingdale
SUNY Farmingdale
SUNY Farmingdale
Tvler. Texas
TIME
3:30PM
3:30PM
12PM
3:30PM
3:30PM
3PM
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
er
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Ever been at home or on the bus and asked yourself:
Can I transfer with 30 credits?
I'm on probation, can I transfer?
Would Baruch accept my Math 21 class?
Do you think NYU is a good school for Nursing?
When can I make an appointment to see a specialist?
Now you can just email
careerandtransfer@bcc.cuny.edu
at anytime and the Specialist will answer your questions
right to your iPhone or Blackberry!
On the subject line type "Ask The Specialist"
only at
& Transfer Services
Loew Hall, Room 330 "Like" us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/BccCareerandTransfer 718-289-5759
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Careers
Transfer Services and the C.O.P.E. Program
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Business and Information
Technology (IT) Careers
Thursday, April 14, 2O11
12 -2p.m. . t,
Colston Hallr Lower Level
Come and explore careers in the business and information technology (IT) fields. Connect
with local businesses, government agencies, and community organizations. Employers will
be on campus to recruit students and interview on site. Join us and find out more about:
• Employment
• Volunteer Projects
• Internships
• Networking
• Career Exploration
Register on OSSES, under Misc. Registration, and click on the "Career Fairs-Spring 11" link.
Requirements for attendance:
• You must be in business attire (so dress to impress)
• You must bring copies of your resume
For more information:
Career and Transfer Services
Loew Hall, Room 330
718.289.5759
careerandtransfer@bcc.cuny.edu
C.O.RE. Program
Loew Hall, Room 111
718.289.5603
'Like" us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BccCareerandTransfer
BRONX £>.„
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
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Thursday
iai
, 2/2
INTERNATIONAL COFFEE HOUR • IS
Meister Hall Lobby/12-2 p.m.
Please join us every last Thursday of each month to
make friends, get involved, and start the weekend.
The coffee is free!
Coordinated by Ms. Martha Charles-Glenn, Director,
International Students Office
Tuesday, 3/1
UNITED NATIONS PATHWAYS
VIDEOCONFERENCE SERIES • GA BY
INVITATION ONLY
This semester's Fairleigh Dickinson University
United Nations Pathways Videoconference series
is organized by FDU's Office of Global Learning.
BCC students will participate in the College's
videoconference facility. The session will be
moderated by H. E. Ambassador Ahmad Kamal
of the Ambassador's Club at the United Nations.
Coordinated by Ms. Barbara Schaier-Peleg, National
Center for Educational Alliances, and Professor Andrew
Rowan, National Center for Educational Alliances and
Department of English
Thursday, 3/3
GLOBAL FILM SERIES: PERSEPOLIS
• GW (OCD)
Mi'ixtt-r Mall, Schwendler Auditorium/12-2 p.m.
A FILM BY MARJANE SATRAP1 AND
VINCENT PARONNAUD (96 MINUTES)
Persepolis is the poignant story of a young girl in Iran
during the Islamic Revolution. This animated film
follows the young girl as she comes of age against
the backdrop of the Iranian Revolution and ends with
Marjane as a 24-year-old expatriate. The title is a
reference to the historic city of Persepolis.
Moderated by Dr. Kate Culkin, Department of History,
who also coordinates the film series.
Tuesday, 3/8
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY: VOICES
OF WOMEN • GW (OCD)
Roscoe C. Brown Jr. Student Center,
Playhouse/12-2 p.m.
The College's observance of Women's History Month
begins with a celebration of the creative voices of
women and their poetry as well as the unveiling of
the nominees for the 2011 Women's Virtual Hall
of Fame (WVHF). Voices of Women will feature a
multicultural mix of poets celebrating the lives and
achievements of women around the world. Members
of BCC's Speech, Drama and Debate Team will
introduce a QuickTime video produced by students
from the Media Tech Film Society that introduces the
nine nominees for election to the 2011 WVHF.
Coordinated by Dr. Tamar Rothenberg, Department of
History; Professor Gloria Rodriguez, Department of Social
Sciences; Professor Ellen Mareneck, Department of
Communication Arts and Sciences; Ms. Barbara Schaier-
Peleg, National Center for Educational Alliances; Ms.
Melissa Kirk, Office of Student Life; and Professor Andrew
Rowan, National Center for Educational Alliances and
Department of English
Tuesday, 3/15
WOMEN SPEAK ON GLOBAL CITIZENRY
AND THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THEIR
HOMELANDS: AFGHANISTAN, IRAN,
INDIA, AND PAKISTAN • GW (OCD)
Roscoe C. Brown Jr. Student Center,
Playhouse/2-4 p.m.
Ms.' Shayma Daneshjo (UNICEF), Dr. Elhum
Haghighat-Sordellini (I^ehman College), Dr. Vrunda
Prabhu (Bronx Community College), Dr. Farnosh
Saeedi (Bronx Community College), and Ms. Sehba
Sarwar (Voices Breaking Boundaries) will discuss
the status of women in their homelands. They will
also discuss how the status intersects with their roles
as global citizens and professionals involved in
areassuch as art, scholarship, community activism,
and diplomacy.
Coordinated by Dr. Sandra Tarlin, Department of English;
Dr. Famosh Saeedi, Department of Chemistry and
Chemical Technology; and Dr. Vrunda Prabhu, Department
of Mathematics
Thursday, 3/17
ENVIRONMENT, FOOD SCARCITY
WORLDWIDE, AND HUMAN RIGHTS
• SE (OCD)
Meister Hall, Schwendler Auditorium/12-2 p.m.
Environmental degradation has upset the balance of
planet Earth. Deforestation, soil erosion and flooding,
among other causes, have compromised the natural
resources that provide food to people. As a result,
there are countries where scarcity of food violates
the primary human rights of existence—such as
nourishment and health—and causes starvation,
the proliferation of lethal diseases, and death. The
panel will explore the issue of food scarcity—from
the biological and nursing perspectives—and offer
suggestions at the governmental and grassroots levels
to help alleviate this problem.
Coordinated by Dr. Mania Jones, Professor Catherine
Mbewe, and Dr. Claudette Gordon, Department of Nursing
and Allied Health Sciences; and Dr. Claudia Mazzatenta,
Department of Biology and Medical Laboratory Technology
Thursday, 3/24
SGA "GO GREEN" WORKSHOP • SE (OCD)
Begrisch Hall 228/12-2 p.m.
BCC's Student Government Association will educate
the student body about how to practice sustainability
on campus and in everyday life. This event is
sponsored by the Student Government Association.
Coordinated by Mr. William Murray and Ms. Julissa Lora,
Student Government Association
Thursday, 3/31
A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN • GW (OCD)
Roscoe C. Brown Jr. Student Center,
Play house/12-2 p.m.
BCC marks the end of Women's History Month with
the induction of the 2011 members into the Women's
Virtual Hall of Fame. Members of the Speech, Drama
and Debate team will also be featured as they bring
to life dramatic and enduring speeches by a dynamic
group of women whose achievements have had long-
lasting and widespread impact across the globe.
Coordinated by Dr. Tamar Rothenberg, Department of
History; Professor Gloria Rodriguez, Department of Social
Sciences; Professor Ellen Mareneck, Department of
Communication Arts and Sciences; Ms. Barbara Schaier-
Peleg, National Center for Educational Alliances; Professor
Andrew Rowan, National Center for Educational Alliances
and Department of English; and Ms. Melissa Kirk, Office
of Student Life
Thursday, 3/31
INTERNATIONAL COFFEE HOUR • IS
Meister Hall Lobby/12-2 p.m.
Please join us every last Thursday of each month to
make friends, get involved, and start the weekend.
The coffee is free!
Coordinated by Ms. Martha Charles-Glenn, Director,
International Students Office
APRIL
Friday-Friday, 4/1-29
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT: AFRICAN
TRANSITIONS, 198O-2O1O • 1C
Bliss Hall, Hall of Fame Ait Gallery/Times TBD
This exhibit focuses on images of Africa produced
since the close of the major revolutionary movements
in the 1980s. It will include works by African and
American photographers who have traveled and
documented "change" in African countries over the
last 30 years. The exhibit is about the social, political,
economic, technological, and health care upheavals
that have come with African independence—and that
have shaped the identity and circumstances in various
African countries today.
Curated by Professor Mary Jo Mazella Ben-Nun,
Department of Music and Art. and Mr. Eugene Adams,
Office of Collaborative Programs
Tuesday, 4/5
A DISCUSSION OF BUSINESS ETHICS
IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY: US
CORPORATIONS AND THE CONTRACTING
OF OVERSEAS MANUFACTURERS
• GE (OCD)
Location and Time TBD
This session will address some of the ethical issues
regarding the outsourcing of certain manufacturing
tasks to foreign countries. We will look at the reasons
for this shift to offshore manufacturing, the impact
on both the US and overseas workers, and issues
regarding workplace conditions.
Coordinated by Professor Clarence Perkins, Department of
Business and Information Systems; Dr. John Asimakopoulos,
Department of Social Sciences; and Professor Zuwang
Shen, Library and Learning Resources Center
Thursday, 4/7
GLOBAL FILM SERIES: FOR THE NEXT 7
GENERATIONS • GW (OCD)
Meister Hall, Schwendler Auditorium/12-2 p.m.
A FILM BY CAROLE HART (85 MINUTES)
In 2004, thirteen indigenous grandmothers from
around the world, moved by their concern for our
planet, came together at a historic gathering. They
decided to form an alliance: The International
Council of Thirteen Indigenous Grandmothers. For
the Next 7 Generations follows what happens when
these wise women unite. Facing a world in crisis,
they share with us their visions of healing and a call
for change now, before it's too late. This film series
is coordinated by Dr. Kate Culkin. Sponsored by the
Office of Student Life.
Moderated by Professor Gloria Rodriguez, Department
of Social Sciences
Monday, 4/11
CTE MEET THE AUTHOR SERIES: DR.
MARK MATHABANE • GA (OCD)
Roscoe C. Brown Jr. Student Center,
Playhouse/12-2 p.m.
Dr. Mathabane attributes his own survival and
success in life to embracing the spirit of "Ubuntu,"
which enabled him to overcome deep-seated
prejudices and fears of others. He uses vivid
examples from his own life growing up in a
segregated ghetto in South Africa to challenge,
inspire and empower students to grapple with the
complexities of what it means to be human and
to become better global citizens. Cosponsored by
the Center for Teaching Exellence, the Center for
Tolerance and Understanding, and the Office of
Student Life.
Coordinated by Dr. Harriet Shenkman, Center for Teaching
Excellence, and Ms. Melissa Kirk, Office of Student Life
Tuesday, *i/iz
UNITED NATIONS PATHWAYS
VIDEOCONFERENCE SERIES • GA
BY INVITATION ONLY
This semester's Fairleigh Dickinson University
United Nations Pathways Videoconference series
is organized by FDU's Office of Global Learning.
BCC students will participate in the College's
videoconference facility. The session will be
moderated by H. E. Ambassador Ahmad Kamal
of the Ambassador's Club at the United Nations.
Coordinated by Ms. Barbara Schaier-Peleg, National
Center for Educational Alliances, and Professor Andrew
Rowan, National Center for Educational Alliances and
Department of English
Thursday, 4/14
EARTH DAY AND GREEN FESTIVAL
• SE (OCD)
Colson Hall, Lower Level; Meister Hall, Lobby,
Patio and Schwendler Auditorium; and Roscoe C.
Brown Jr. Student Center, Playhouse/All Day
Guest speakers offer views about local and global
environmental issues. Demonstrations and training
will be offered on how to incorporate practical,
energy-saving practices into everyday life. Students
will also learn how to incorporate tasty organic foods
into their menus. Cosponsored by the BCC Garden
Club and the Office of Student Life.
Coordinated by Mr. Luis Torres, Center for Sustainable
Energy; Dr. Tamar Rothenberg, Department of History; Dr.
Claudia Mazzatenta, Department of Biology and Medical
Laboratory Technology; Dr. Farnosh Saeedi, Department
of Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Ms. Melissa Kirk,
Office of Student Life; Dr. Luis Montenegro, Department of
Physics; and Professor Charmaine Aleong, Department of
Health, Physical Education, and Wellness
Thursday, 4/14
EARTH DAY FILM: THE COVE • SE (OCD)
A FILM BY LOUIE PSIHOYOS (9O MINUTES)
Meister Hall, Schwendler Auditorium/12-2 p.m.
Using state-of-the-art equipment, a group of activists
(led by renowned dolphin trainer Ric O'Barry)
infiltrate a cove near Taijii, Japan. Both a shocking
instance of animal abuse and a serious threat to
human health are exposed.
Coordinated by Dr. Claudio Mazzatenta, Department of
Biology and Medical Laboratory Technology; Ms. Melissa
Kirk, Office of Student Life; Mr. Luis Torres, Center for
Sustainable Energy; and Dr. Julie Bolt, Department of English
Thursday, 4/28
GLOBAL LEARNING CONNECTIONS:
HEALTH, NUTRITION AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD/CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
• LE (OCD)
Colston Hall, 4th Floor/12-2 p.m.
Department of Education and Reading faculty will
facilitate reading students in preparing, presenting
and displaying projects on the global impact of poor
health and malnutrition on the development and
education of young children.
Coordinated and facilitated by Dr. Joan Wilson, Professor
Diane D'Alessio,and Professor Georgene Osborne,
Department of Education and Reading
Thursday, 4/28
INTERNATIONAL COFFEE HOUR • IS
Meister Hall Lobby/!2-2 p.m.
Please join us every last Thursday of each month to
make friends, get involved, and start the weekend.
The coffee is free!
Coordinated by Ms. Martha Charles-Glenn, Director,
International Students Office
MAY
Tuesday, 5/3
FILM AND TALK BACK SESSION: FAGBUG
• GA (OCD)
A FILM BY ERIN DAVIES (83 MINUTES)
Colston Hall, Lower Level/12-4 p.m.
On the 11 th Annual National Day of Silence, Erin
Davies was victim to a hate crime in Albany, NY.
Because she was sporting a rainbow sticker on her
VW Beetle, her car was vandalized. The words
"fag" and "u r gay" were placed on the car. Despite
initial shock and embarrassment, she embraced
what happened and left the graffiti on the car. She
then took her car, now known worldwide as the
"fagbug," on a 58-day trip around the United States
and Canada. Erin's mission is to raise awareness
about hate crimes and homophobia, to give a voice
for those who are silent, and to inspire others to take a
stand against bullies.
Coordinated by Ms. Melissa Kirk, Office of Student Life,
and Mr. William Murray, Student Government Association
Wednesday. 5/4
Multicultural Week
RELIGION, NON-RELIGION &
SPIRITUALITY: A DISCUSSION TO
FOSTER CAMPUS TOLERANCE AND
UNDERSTANDING • GA (OCD)
Colston Hall, Lower Lcvcl/IO a.m.-J p.m.
Student leaders and faculty will host a campus-wide
discussion to examine the ways we express our faith,
non-faith and spirituality at BCC.
Cosponsored by the Center for Tolerance and
Understanding, the Office of Student Life, the Department
of Social Sciences, the Campus Ministry, the Secular
Humanist Club, the Muslim Students Association (MSA),
the Christian Club, and the Truth Club
Thursday, 5/5
SGA BBQ & GLOBAL MUSIC FEST
Gould Residence Hall Patio and Lawn (Rain
Location: Colston Hall, Lower Level)/
tOa.in.-4 p.m.
Enjoy the annual end-of-semester BBQ and listen
to a rich variety of music from around the globe.
Coordinated by Ms. Melissa Kirk, Office of Student Life,
and the Student Government Association
Thursday, 5/5
WOMEN'S GLOBAL FILM: UP THE
YANGTZE • GW (OCD)
Meister Hall, Schwendler Auditorium/12-2 p.m.
A FILM BY YUNG CHANG (93 MINUTES).
Up the Yangtze explores lives transformed by the
biggest hydroelectric dam in history, a holly contested
symbol of the Chinese economic miracle. China's
massive Three Gorges Dam is altering the landscape
and the lives of people living along the fabled
Yangtze River. The Yu family desperately seeks a
reprieve by sending their 16-year-old daughter to
work in the cruise ship industry that has sprung up
to give tourists a last glimpse of the legendary river
valley. This film series is coordinated by Dr. Kate
Culkin, Department of History.
Moderated by Dr. Tamar Rothenberg. Department
of History
Tuesday, 5/1O
SGA "GO GREEN" WORKSHOP * SE (OCD)
Loew Hall, Room 200/2-4 p.m.
BCC's Student Government Association will educate
the student body about how to practice sustainability
on campus and in everyday life. This event is
sponsored by the Student Government Association.
Coordinated by Mr. William Murray and Ms. Julissa Lora,
Student Government Association
Thursday, 5/26
INTERNATIONAL COFFEE HOUR • IS
Meister Hall Lobby/12-2 p.m.
Please join us every last Thursday of each month to
make friends, get involved, and start the weekend.
The coffee is free!
Coordinated by Ms. Martha Charles-Glenn, Director,
International Students Office
